
DOG COMPLAINT FORM 
 
 

Date: 
 
The Honorable District Court Judge Anthony Swain Benson 
Bottineau County Courthouse 
314 5th Street West, Unit 12 
Bottineau, ND 58318 
 
Your Honor: 
 
I/We hereby file a complaint that the dog or dogs described below is a public nuisance based on the 
facts described herein. Please respond to the owner as prescribed by NDCC 43-03-01, or by NDCC 42-03-
02 (see other side) if the owner is unknown. I understand that I may be responsible for costs if the dog is 
not judged a nuisance or if the owner is not found. 
 
Description of the dog(s): 
(Size, color, distinctive markings, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
Owner’s Name & Address: 
         
 
         Owner not known 
 
My complaint is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Signed:       Name (printed): _________________________ 

       Address: __________________________ 

         __________________________ 

       Phone No: __________________________ 



 

 

North Dakota Century Code 

CHAPTER 42-03 DOGS AS PUBLIC NUISANCE 

42-03-01. When dogs are a public nuisance. Any dog that habitually molests a person traveling 

peaceably on the public road or street is a public nuisance. Upon written complaint to a district or 

municipal judge describing the dog, giving the name of the dog and the dog's owner if known, and, if 

not, so stating, and alleging that the dog is a public nuisance, the district or municipal judge shall 

give notice to the dog's owner that a complaint has been filed that the dog has been molesting 

certain persons and that the owner shall take the necessary action to prevent the dog from any 

further violations of this chapter. If the district or municipal judge receives a further complaint 

regarding the dog after notice has been given under this section, the judge shall issue a summons, if 

the owner is known, commanding the owner to appear before the judge in the same manner as 

other court summonses.  

 

42-03-02. Owner of dog not known. If it appears from the complaint that the owner is not known, 

ten days' notice shall be given by publication in one issue of a newspaper having wide circulation in 

the area. Such notice shall contain a description of the dog as given in the complaint, a statement 

that such complaint has been made, and the time and place of hearing thereon.  

 

42-03-03. Hearing - Judgment - Execution. On the day of hearing the district or municipal judge 

shall hear the evidence in the case. If the judge finds that the dog is a public nuisance, judgment 

must be entered accordingly, and the judge shall order any peace officer to kill and bury the dog, 

which order the peace officer shall forthwith execute.  

 

42-03-04. Costs. Costs shall be paid by the complainant, but if the dog is adjudged a nuisance, and 

the owner is known, judgment shall be entered against the owner for such costs. 


